
Dear Canadian Hockey League 
     I was with you in Quebec City last Sunday when we experienced a 
terrorist attack on our fellow Canadians. 
I like many went through many emotions that evening including  shock, 
fear, numbness and support. 
 
     We were all wondering and debating whether the hockey game scheduled 
the next night would be played.  Many didn't think the event would 
happen and frankly couldn't stomach being at a game in the wake of 
such an attack.  I am not speaking on behalf of anyone else but know that my emotions weren't exclusive.  
It was a fearful, sleepless night. 
 
     The next morning you decided to go ahead with the spectacle featuring 
the best junior hockey players from our leagues.  Less then 24 hours 
after an attack your message was that the body language and smiles on 
the kids faces meant that they were ok to play.  You told us that 
players and their families were safe and accounted for, that the 
authorities assured the event would be safe so we can all move ahead 
with the hockey game. 
Other then the tweet of condolence nowhere did the conversation arise 
about sorrow, help, respect, mourn or support to the community locally 
or nationwide. 
It was all about you, your safety and your insular thinking.  You were 
in a perfect bubble of importance, a hockey bubble. 
 
    I have learnt a lot about myself and what community means through the game of 
hockey, the respect, excellence and care that people at every level 
show for each other through this sport.  I love the values and character that hockey brings out  
in each other, its a sport of leadership and I continue to learn from it. 
 
    Do you think playing this game was the right leadership message from 
the Canadian Hockey League? 
Was playing the game about showing resilience and strength and standing up to those 
who terrorized our fellow Canadians? 
Was it about a hockey game providing us some healing and the strength 
to move on? 
Or was it just about you and the show must go on. 
Did you ever take into consideration that standing beside the local 
community would have also been a message of strength, respect and love. 
 
     That healing could have come through the form of conversation, console 
and care for each other.   
The important hockey game got played less then 24 hours after 6 people 
got murdered.  People who you at times talk about reaching to prop up 
your product and to grow the game of hockey in Canada. 
 
     What if the message to the players was that you and your staff were 
going to attend the vigil that was organized at the same time as the 
scheduled puck drop and that cancelling the game was the right thing 
to do. 
Would this have been an authentic message of love and respect to the 
community that you so want as part of your audience.  Could this have 
been a message of life and leadership to the players, would this have 
given them a skill or provoked some gentle thought of what community 
means and the impact that people and hockey can have on each other. 
 
     Did anyone from the Canadian hockey league even attend the vigil, did 
you call the local Mosque leadership to convey your thoughts and prayers. 



My sense is that it was all about you and your bubble. 
It's not only that you went ahead with the game but more 
about what you didn't do.  The missed opportunity to actually show 
that people in hockey are good inclusive people who care about community and are 
there for each other no matter what ones background is.  You missed out on your marketing and slogans and 
rhetoric actually being real and taking life. 
You chose to think about yourself and thought a condolence tweet would 
do the corporate trick.  The entire event was a show of disrespect by you, The Canadian Hockey League. 
The hardest question that sticks in my mind is god forbid if this incident had taken place in a Roman Catholic or 
Christian church in Quebec city, would you make the same decision? 
Please know that these thoughts aren't meant to hurt but more to make you aware of the other side of the 
conversation.  

The local Muslim community probably didn't even realize that a game 
was going on, and now they never will. 
  


